
 
 

 
 

Form for assembly and proceedings of Field 
General Court Martial on Active Service 

 

Proceedings 
 
At France this 7th day of May 1917 
Whereas it appears to me, the undersigned, an officer in command of the 9th Cdn. Inf. Bde on active 
service, that the persons named in the annexed Schedule, and being subject to Military Law, have 
committed the offences in the said Schedule mentioned. 
 
And I am of opinion that it is not practicable that such offences should be tried by an ordinary General 
Court martial : and that it is not practicable to delay the trial for a reference to a superior qualified 
officer (cross in the text) 
 
I hereby convene a Field General Court Martial to try the said person and to consist of the Officers here 
under named 
 
I was unable to appoint (cross in the text) 
1 Three Officers to form th Court 
2 A Field Officer as president 
3 Three Officers having more than two years services 
 
Members of the jury 
President :  
Rank      Name    Unit 
Major      James or John Sutherland   58 batt 
 
Members 
Rank      Name    Unit 
Captain     T.W. Taylor    43 batt 
Lieutenant     Robert Pollock    58 batt 
Lieutenant (Waiting member)  Alex Watson Baird    116 batt   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Schedule 
Date may 7th 1917 

   
Named of the 
alleged 
offender        

  
Offence 
charged 

  
Plea 

  
Finding if 
convicted 
sentence 

  
How dealt with by 
confirming officer 

  
634070 
Pte R 

Dusseault 
58th Cdn Bn 

  
when on active 
service 
deserting his 
majesty’s 
service 

  
not guilty 

  
guilty 10 years 
penal servitude 

  
confirmed  

five years remitted 
Harry Lieut. 

Colonel 
Commanding 9th 
Canadian brigade 

 
 
 

58th Canadian Battalion 
Charge sheet 

 
The accused No 634070 Pte R Dusseault, 58th Canadian battalion, a soldier of the Canadian 
Expeditionary Forces is charge with  
When on active service 
«Deserting his Majesty’s Service  
in that he, on 12th April 1917 absented himself from his company in the la Folie Wood trenches until 
apprehended by an escort in a YMCA hut, at Ecoivres on 21st, April 1917 
 

Harry Genet Lieut. Col                      
Commanding 58th, Canadian Battalion 

in the field 
23rd, April 1917 
  
 
A finding of guilty having been entered Major G R Gray whom produces a certificate true copy AFB 
122 conduct sheet of the accuse and make no statement 
The accuse make no statement in mitigation punishment 
58th Canadian Battalion sworn state 
The accused came to the 58th Canadian battalion from the 3rd Canadian Entrenching Battalion in the 7th 
or 8th of April and made his first trip to the trenches with battalion on April 8th. 
 
Trial of No 634070 Pte R Dusseault 
58th Canadian battalion 
 
Presentation (Lieu Bate 58th Canadian Batt. appeared as prisoner’s friend) 
 



 
 

 
 

1st witness 
Capt SG Torrance 
58th Canadian Battalion 
sworn states 
At Lamotte Camp on April 8th 1917 I was officer commanding B company 58th Canadian battalion. the 
accused appeared before me charged (cross in the text) under escort having been brought from the YMCA 
hut near the camp, he having been absent from the camp without leave that morning. I carefully 
explained to him what it meant to be absent without permission from the line and when I asked him 
why he had left the camp. He said «I am afraid to go to the line» I placed him under open arrest and 
sent him in care of Corporal Perret to proceed to the trenches. 
 

Cross examine by the accuse 
The accuse said nothing at all to me about being sick 
 
2nd witness 
No 427111 Sergeant William Ewart Perret 
58th Canadian Battalion 
sworn states 
At Lamotte Camp on April 8th, 1917 the accused was handed to me by Capt. Torrance with instructions 
that the accused should proceed to the trenches and that I should keep a close watch on him. These 
instructions were given to me in the presence of the accused on April 9th at about 11 .m. in «B» 
assembly trench near Bethune Arras road. I missed the accused who had instructions from me not to 
leave the trenches. I saw him proceedings on the Plank road leaving Mont Saint Eloy and about 200 
yards away from the line. The accused who proceedings towards the rear front line, I went to the 
accused and said « What are you doing ?» He replied «Nothing» I warned him again not to leave the 
trench without first getting permission. He returned with me in the trench. On April 12th in the front 
lien trench in La Folie Wood when I returned from the company headquarters at about 9:15 am I found 
the accused missing. I did not see the accused again until after he had been apprehended when the 
battalion came out of the trenches. 
 

Cross examine by the accuse 
The accuse declines to cross examine 
 
3rd witness 
No 401571 Lance corporal Frederick Herbert Slamin 
58th Canadian Battalion 
sworn states 
On April 12th, 1917 at the Pond street communication trench near the Bethune Arras road at about 2 
pm, a distance between a mile and a mile and a half in the rear of the front line, at La Folie Wood. I 
saw the accused without any equipment or rifle and with a mess tin in his hand. I asked him what he 
was doing there. He said « I came down with the stretcher bearer, sick and the doctor ordered me to 
stay here. I returned to the front line and reported the matter to Lieut. Gauld. On April 13th at about 7 
pm Lieut Gauld instructed me to go down to where I had seen the accused the previous day and to 
bring him back as he was missing from the trenches. I went back could not find the accused. In a 
dugout near where i saw the accused I found the equipment of the accused including a rifle, two gas 
helmets, steel helmet. I identified the equipment by the pieces of ropes which Serg Perret and myself 



 
 

 
 

had put on the accused equipment on April 8th before proceedings to the trenches. I also saw the name 
of the accused on the gas helmets. I could find no traces of the accused and reported to Company 
Commander. I was in the Company continuously until April 21st and did not see the accused any time. 
On April 21st Capt Terrave placed me in charge of an escort and instructed me to find the accused and 
apprehend him. Capt Terrance said accused had been seen in Mont St Eloi and instructed me search 
that vicinity. I found the accused in the YMCA hut at Ecoivres sitting without equipment. He was 
wearing service cap. I asked the accused him (cross in the text) the accused «why did he not return ?» he 
said «I was afraid to» There was no further conversation. I placed the accused under arrest and brought 
him back to the battalion. 
 

Cross examine by the accuse 
The accused declines to cross examine 
 
A finding of guilty having been entered major G R Gray whom produces a certificate thrue copy AFB 122 
conduct sheet of the accused and makes no statement. 
The accused makes no statement in mitigation punishment. 
 
Capt S D Torrance 
58th Canadian Battalion 
The accused came to the 58th Canadian Battalion from the 3rd Canadian Entrenching battalion on May 7th or 
8th of April 1917, and made his first trip to the trench on April 8th. 
 
 
 
No 452386 Pte Ernest James Brown 
58th Canadian Battalion 
sworn states 
I am orderly rocn clerk, of «B» company 58th Canadian Battalion. On April 1st 1917, I first saw the 
accused when he joined the battalion in Lamotte Camp. Battalion went into the lines on April 8th. 
 
When entering the company records the accused stated on being questioned that his age was nineteen 
years 
 

Cross examine by the accuse 
The accused declines to cross examine 
 
Defence 
The accuse declines to call any witness 
 
The accuse makes the following statement 
It was my first trip up the line. I was sick. I always had trouble with kidneys at this time of the year. I 
did not know the British regulations. I am only 17 years of age. I am willing to go back to my duty. I 
am a French Canadian and I don’t understand English well.   
 
When entering the company records the accused stated on being questioned that his age was nineteen 
years. 



 
 

 
 

 
Cross examine by the accuse 

The accused declines to cross examine 
  

 
9th Canadian Infantry Brigade 

547/AQ.1-1-18 
 
3rd Canadian Division 
 
Reference attached proceeding of FGCM in the case of No 634070 Pte R Dusseault 58th Canadian Bn, 
sentenced to 10 years penal servitude, for desertion. 
I have remitted 5 years of this sentence and recommend that the prisoner carry out the balance of the 
sentence. There have been other cases of desertion in the 58th, and I think it would be in the best interest 
of the discipline to have a prisoner committed to prison. 
 
Lieut.-Colonel 
14-5-17      Com’g 9th Canadian Inf. Bde  
  
 
 
 
 
 
Pte R. Dusseault 
9 may 1917 
 
9th Canadian Inf. Bdge 
 
Pte Dusseault R 
No 634070 
 
Referring to your AQ.405 dated 16.5.17 recommend that the sentence of «5 years penal servitude» 
awarded by FGCM in the case of the marginally noted man be carried out. 
 
Major 
May 16th 1917       Act O.C. 58th Canadian Battn 
  
 
3rd Canadian Division 
A.2.5 - 493 
 
Canadian Corps «A» 
Herewith proceedings of Field General Court Martial in the case of : - 
No 634070 Pte. R. Dusseault, 58th Cdn Battn. forwarded for the review of the disposal 
In the view of the remarks of the Officer Commanding 58th Canadian Battalion and of the GOLC 9th 



 
 

 
 

Canadian Infantry Brigade, it is recommend that the men be sent to prison 
 
Major-General 
18-5-17      Cmd’g 3rd Canadian Division  
  
 
Canadian Corps 
A. 20-3-73 
Headquarters           
D.A.A.G. 
First Army 
 
Proceedings of Field General Court Martial in the case of No Pte Dusseault, 58th Canadian Battalion 
are returned herewith instructions contained in first day letter No C.M. 1,725 of 24-5-1917 having been 
carried out. 
 

Major-General 
Commanding Canadian Corps 

18-5-1917         
  
 
Headquarters 
Canadian Corps 
 
First Army No CH 1/723       24/5/17 
1.Proceedings in the case of No 634070 Pte R Dusseault 58th Canadian Battalion returned herewith 
 
2.These proceeding must quashed. The accused was charged with absence from 12 April to 31 April, 
but evidence of previous offence on the 8th and 9th April was admitted, there by rendering the 
conviction illegal. 
 
3.After quashing, please pass the proceedings to the unit to enter a certificate on the A.F.A.3 that the 
quashing has been noted and accused’s records amended 
 
4.The age of the accuse should be verified and if it is found that he is under 18 years of age, he should 
be disposed of as under age. 
 
5.Early return request 
 
Headquarters      Captain 
First Army      For BAAG First Army 
  
 
3rd Canadian Division 
A. 25-493 
 



 
 

 
 

Canadian Corps »A» 
Reference Canadian Corps A.20-3-73 dated 25-5-17 
Herewith proceedings of a Field general Court Martial in the case of:- 
No 634070, Pte R. Dusseault, 58th Canadian Battalion duly quashed, and certificate entered that this 
man’s records have been amended. 
The age of the accused id being verified, and if found to be under eighteen years he will be disposed of 
as under age 
 
Major-General 
3-6-17       Cmdg. 3rd Canadian Division 
  
 
Canadian Corps 
A. 20-3-73 
 
Headquarters 
DAAG 
First Army 
 
Proceedings of Field General Court Martial in the case of No 634070 Pte R Dusseault, 58th Canadian 
Battalion are returned herewith, instructions contained in First Army letter No C.M. 1/726 of 24-5-17 
having been carried out. 
 
Major-General 
10-6-1917      Commanding Canadian Corps 
  
 
Pte R. Dusseault 
58th Canadian 
In the field 18 October 1917 
 
Canadian Corps 
A. 20-3-73 
 
Headquarters 
D.A.A.G. 
First Army 
 
Proceedings of the Field General Court Martial in the case of No 634070 Pte. R. Dusseault 58th 
Canadian Battalion, are forwarded herewith. 
 
8246. After perusal kindly return Proceedings, in order that the President mat sign the last sheet 
 of record of Evidence, and that the date on page 2 of A.F.A. may be amended to read 7th May. 
 
8247. I recommend the sentence be carried out 
 



 
 

 
 

Lieutenant - General 
Commanding Canadian Corps 

21-5-1917 
  
 
I certify that the above Court assembled on the 9th day of may 1917 and duly tried the person named in 
the schedule, and that the plea, finding, and sentence in the case of each such person were as stated in 
the third and fourth column in the schedule. 
 
I also certify that 
1. The members of the court 
2. The witnesses 
3. The interpret (cross in the text) 
were duly sworn 
 
Signed this day of May 1917 
 

President if the Court Martial 
 

I have dealt with the findings and sentence in the manner stated in the last column of the said schedule, 
and, subject I hereby confirm the above findings and sentences 
 
I direct that the soldier named in the margin to be not committed to prison until further orders. 
 
Signed this 14th day of May 1917 
 

Harry Genet Lieut-Col 
Commanding 9th Canadian Inf. Bd 

  
 

Form for assembly and proceedings of Field 
General Court Martial on Active Service 

 

Proceedings 
 
At France this 6th day of October 1917 
Whereas it appears to me, the undersigned, an officer in command of the 9th Cdn. Inf. Bde on active 
service, that the persons named in the annexed Schedule, and being subject to Military Law, have 
committed the offences in the said Schedule mentioned. 
 
And I am of opinion that it is not practicable that such offences should be tried by an ordinary General 
Court martial : and that it is not practicable to delay the trial for a reference to a superior qualified 
officer (cross in the text) 
 
I hereby convene a Field General Court Martial to try the said person and to consist of the Officers here 



 
 

 
 

under named 
 
I was unable to appoint (cross in the text) 
1 Three Officers to form the Court 
2 A Field Officer as president 
3 Three Officers having more than two years services 
 
Members of the jury 
President :  
Rank      Name    Unit 
Major      Arthur Wellesley McConnell    116th Canadian Bn 
Members 
Rank      Name    Unit 
Captain     J.H Thorpe     7th Manchester regt1 
Captain    William Arthur Peel Durie   58th Canadian Bn 
Lieutenant    Vernon Nicholl Severn   43rd  Canadian Bn  
 

Schedule 
 

Date October 6th 1917 
   

Named of the 
alleged 
offender 

  
Offence 
charged 

  
Plea 

  
Finding if 
convicted 
sentence 

  
How dealt with 
by confirming 
officer 

  
634070 
Pte R 
Dusseault 
58th Cdn Bn  

  
when on active 
service 
absented 
himself 
without leave 

  
not guilty 

  
guilty  
56 days  
F.P. No1 

  
confirmed th 
the Bn 
19-�-17 

 
 

 
Trial of 634075 Pte Dusseault R. 
58th Canadian Bn 
 
The accused of being assigned pleas guilty 
 
Lt John Gordon Gauld acts as prisoners friend 
 
The accused refused to (cross in the text) wishes to make a statement in mitigation 
 
He stated  

                                                           
1  ������������������ 



 
 

 
 

I made an arrangement with a friend to leave company and to go to Boulogne. When I arrived there I 
realized that I had done wrong and I gave myself up at (cross in the text) the orderly Room of the 
A.S.C. Osthrove Camp Boulogne. the battalion was in rest at that time. 
 
Major HL Rose being sworn produced a certified true copy of A.F.B. 122 marked of X and attached to 
proceedings 
 

Oct 18, 1917 
  

 
(Vide G.R.O. 2395 25/6/17) 
This is to certify that No 634161 Pte Cheverie and No 634070 Pte Dusseault 58th Canadian Infty 
surrendered themselves at Osthrove Camp about 8:40 p.m. 28-8-17 
 

Captain 
Boulogne                                                                                               

Assistant Provost Marshal 
29th August 1917 
  
 
Statement by N SH/084634 a/CSM 
MN Grauer A.S.C. 
Osthrove Camp 
 
No 634161 Pte GR Cheverie (Gilbert Roy)  58th Bn Canadian 
No 634040 Pte R Dusseault   Infantry 
 
No 634075  I am a platoon sergeant of No 5 platoon, 58th Canadian Battalion. 
Pte Dusseault  The accused is a member of my platoon. 
58th Canadian   At Maisnil Bouche on 21st August 1917, I saw the accused at  
         Bn  breakfast time. He was absent roll call when the Company paraded about 10 a.m. 
on that date and I did not see him again until early in September, when I saw him under arrest in the 
Battalion guard room at Petit Sains. 
 

N Grauer a/CSM                             
ASC                                     

Certify True Statement 
 
No 5 Rest Camp 
Osthrove Camp Boulogne 
10th Sept 1917 
The accused declines to cross examine this witness 
  

 
58th Canadian Battalion 

N./215            



 
 

 
 

Headquarters 
9th Canadian inf. Bde 
 
 
634070 Pte Dusseaut R herewith charge sheet and summary of evidence in duplicate in the  
58th Canadian Bn  case of the marginally named man. 
 
It’s is requested that F.G.C.M. be convened to deal with case. 
 
Major 
17.9.17      For O.C. 58th Canadian Battalion  

 
58th Canadian Battalion 

Charge sheet 
 
The accused No 634070 Pte R Dusseault, 58th Canadian battalion, a soldier of the Canadian 
Expeditionary Forces is charge with  
When on active service absenting himself without a leave  
 
A.A. 15 (1a) 
(Elects trial) 

         Harry Genet Lieut. Col                      
O.C. 58th Canadian Battalion  
 
Oct. 18 1917 
 
634070 Pte Dusseault R 
I have examined the above named man and find him that he is fit to take his punishment with or 
without hard blow 
 
J E Appleek 
Capt CAMC    
 
Evidence of No 451845 Sergt Grainges, W.G. 
58th Canadian Battalion 
No 634070  I am a platoon sergeant of No 5 platoon, 58th Canadian Battalion. 
Pte Dusseault  The accused is a member of my platoon. 
58th Canadian   At Maisnil Bouche on 21st August 1917, I saw the accused at  
         Bn  breakfast time. He was absent roll call when the Company paraded about 10 a.m. 
on that date and I did not see him again until early in September, when I saw him under arrest in the 
Battalion guard room at Petit Sains. 
 
(Signed) WG Grainger Sergt. 
No 451845 
The accused declines to cross examine this witness 
 



 
 

 
 

Evidence of No 124495 Sergt Anderson A.A. 
58th Canadian Battalion 
No 634070  I recognise accused as a member of my Company («B» Coy 58th Canadian  
Pte Dusseault  Battalion) August 1917. The following morning I heard that he had  
58th Canadian  absented himself without a leave. The next I saw of him was on the 5th  
         Bn  September 1917 when he came up to the Company Orderly Room. He was not 
with the company between the above mentioned dates. 
 
(Signed) A.A. Anderson Sergt. 
 
The accused declines to cross examine this witness 
 
Evidence of 426199 Sergt. Douglas R. 
58th Canadian Battalion 
No 634070  On 31st August 1917 I left the 58th Canadian Bn in charge of an escort to  
Pte Dusseault  bring the accused and another man back to the Battalion. 
58th Canadian  We proceeded to Hdqrs Boulogne and reported to the A.P.M. there. 
         Bn    
We were sent to the Field Punishment Barracks where I saw the and recognised the accused as No 
634075 Pte R. Dusseault of my Battalion. 
I signed a receipt for him and returned to Rear Headquarters of the Battalion arriving on 2nd September 
1917. I turned over the accused to the commander of the guard, L/Corpl Morrison. 
 
(Signed) R. Douglas Sergt 
 
The accused declines to cross examine this witness 
 
Rules of Procedure 4. (C) (d) and (e) have been compiled with 
 
The accused declines to make a statement at this time 
 
The above is a true copy of the evidence as taken down by me this 27th day of September 1917. 
 

Signed W E Ross Major 
adjutant, 58th Canadian Battalion 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Evidence of No S4/084634 A/C.S.M. 
S.M. Planner, H Army Service Corps 
No 634070   The above man reported to me at 8:40 p.m. on 27th August, 1917,  
Pte Dusseault  at the Orderly Room Ostrohove Camp, Boulogne.  
58th Canadian   He stated that the was absented himself from his battalion in the  
         Bn  vicinity of LENS. 
I had him confined in the Guard Room and reported the matter. 
He was handed over to the A.P.M., Boulogne on the 28th, August, 1917 
 



 
 

 
 

Sgt H Planner A/CSM 
ASC            

Certified true statement 
Sgt G.W. Mannsell    Colonel 
Commandant No 5 Rest Camp 
Ostrohove, Boulogne 
 
10th Sept 1917   
 
The Assistant Provost Marshal (cross in the text) 
OC 58th Bn Cdn Inf 
 
I send you herewith under escort the u/m prisoner 
 
No 634161 Pte Cheverie 
   634070 Pte Dusseault 
 
and attach A.F.B. 2069 together with papers relating there to for disposal 
Kindly acknowledge receipt and arrange for Offence Report to be returned to me when completed 
 

Assistant Provost Marshal 
Boulogne 
1-9-17 
  
 
I certify that the above Court assembled on the 18th day of October 1917 and duly tried the person 
named in the schedule, and that the plea, finding, and sentence in the case of each such person were as 
stated in the third and fourth column in the schedule. 
 
I also certify that 
1. The members of the court 
2. The witnesses 
3. The interpret (cross in the text) 
were duly sworn 
Signed this day of October 1917 

President if the Court Martial 
 

I have dealt with the findings and sentence in the manner stated in the last column of the said schedule, 
and, subject I hereby confirm the above findings and sentences 
 
I direct that the soldier named in the margin to be not committed to prison until further orders. 
 
Signed this 19th day of November 1917 
 

 
Commanding 9th Canadian Inf. Bde 


